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Womonspace is a social, recreational, 
and educational organization for the lesbian 
community of Edmonton and area. 
Womonspace was formed a number of years 
ago by a few womyn who saw a need in the 
lesbian community of Edmonton. Part of the 
vision of the original founding members was 
to form an alternative to the gay bars and 
clubs. Out of this vision evolved our monthly 
dances, the newsletter, and our Thursday 
night drop-ins. The members of 
Womonspace have asked for and organized 
workshops of interest to lesbians, car rallies, 
ski trips, camping trips and a library geared 
for us. Womonspace has provided a more 
creative environment for the womyn to get 
together and for them to learn to work 
together and support each other. Every single 


activity is done by volunteers. The drop-ins | 


are hosted by volunteers and everyone who 
works at our dances is a volunteer. OUR 
society, OUR organization: it’s whatever we 
want to put into it. It’s womyn supporting 
womyn, taking care of each other and our- 
selves; and creating a better environment for 
our sisters coming out behind us. 

Our address is: Basement, 9930 - 106 
Street. Our phone number is 425-0511. If 
you have any questions or comments, please 
give us a call. We would like to hear from 
you! 


Cover 


Photograph by Tom Lewis. 
Reprinted from Game Plan. 


Newsletter 
locations 


AIDS Network of Edmonton Society 
2nd floor, 10704 - 108 Street 


Common Woman Books 
8724 - 109 Street 


Greenwood’s Bookshoppe Ltd., 
10355 Whyte Avenue 


Gay and Lesbian Community Centre, 
9917 - 112 Street 


The Roost, : 
10345 - 104 Stree 


Women’s Resource Centre, 
University of Alberta 
11019 - 90 Avenue 


Womonspace Office 
Basement, 9930 - 106 Street 


Womonspace News is published monthly by 
Womonspace Social, Recreational and Educa- 
tional Society of Edmonton. Womonspace is a 
non-profit organization for lesbians in Edmonton 
and surrounding areas. 

Please note that in order to respect the con- 
fidentiality of some individuals and / or groups, 
this newsletter will not be publishing last names, 
or complete names, depending on the situations. 

Also, depending on available space, 
Womonspace may have to edit articles that are 
received for this newsletter. 
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We Had Fun ~ 


“We had fun” seems to be the universal reac- 
tion of those who attended the Gay Games. Win 
or lose, Celebration ‘90 was a week of pride and 
excitement for everyone. 

Congratulations to the following Team Edmon- 
ton members who won medals: Donna - gold in 
powerlifting, Laura - gold in raquetball, Jacqueline 
- gold and silver in racquetball and squash, and 
Carmen - a medal in physique. Congratulations 


also to former Edmontonian Anne L. (ex-host of 
Gaywire) for her gold in breast stroke. 

Printed below are the winners of the 
Womonspace Gay Games Contest. The identity of 
the contest judge has been kept secret, to protect 
her from attempts at bribery, but Womonspace 
News assures our readers that the judge is not a 
board member, one of the authors, a lover of one 
of the authors, or an ex-lover of any of the above. 


We’re Fabulous — Get Used to It 
(First Prize — Debbie Rel.) 


From the beginning to end Celebration ‘90 was 
an experience to be held close to the hearts of the 
thousands of participants, be they athletes, volun- 
teers, cultural participants, or spectators: So many 
memories and experiences blend together in my 
mind like somebody’s slide show. | remember walk- 
ing down Denman Street just after arriving in Van- 
couver, and seeing more gay people than any time 
before, and all of them were smiling; you could see 
the excitement and anticipation in their faces, their 
pride and confidence in the way they walked, in the 
way they wore pink triangles on their |D cards or 
held each other. We were all proud to be there 
proud of ourselves, proud of each other, proud of 
our cities, and proud of our community for pulling 
together to present an event that included over 
35,000 people from 24 countries on an inadequate 
budget. 

Svend Robinson said in the opening ceremonies 
how good it was to see the dykes, faggots, leather- 
men, drag queens — every aspect of our community 
— working together in a spirit of celebration. How 
right he was. Imagine waiting for two hours in B.C. 
Place for the ceremonies to start. Its hot, really hot, 
and you're tired from the trip to Vancouver. There’s 
7,000 other people milling around, waiting. Most 
folks are sitting or lying down, trying to rest, trying 


to stay cool, so you’d think they’d be kind of © 
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oblivious to what's happening, but still everyone 
has a perma-grin, everyone is still good natured, 
shouting out cheers, keeping us all going. Imagine 
trying to get Team Vancouver to do the wave (and 
Team Calgary for that matter) and actually having 
some success (it’s okay, they’ve never really done 
well in sports anyway). Still, a valiant effort. Im- 
agine doing the wave over and over on the way into 
a football stadium filled with lesbians and gay men 
from all over the world. Then imagine them greet- 
ing you with a perfectly timed wave. Despite our 
differences, we share a lot of feelings. 

What other event can boast so many generous, 
good-natured, fun-loving people? People such as 
Sharon, the woman who opened up her house for 
me on an hour's notice. People such as Robin Tyler, 
who brought us together with laughter and smiles 
throughout the week, as we realized just how 
powerful we are, People such as Janice, who had 
the best intentions in offering three total stranger a 
ride to a party she knew nothing about. 

And what about the Berlin soccer team, who 
played only nine players because Edmonton only 
had seven. And for that matter what about the 
Klondykers, Edmonton’s soccer team, who never 
gave up even when it started to be bleak, what with 
a shortage of players and injuries on top of that. 


continued Page 4... 
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We're Fabulous (from page 3) 


Truly we fulfilled the Gay Games principle: to do 
one’s personal best, and of course our operative 
phrase: WE HAD FUN! 

Never before have | been in a place where 
people were so eager to help and befriend you in 
the bard (and lesbian bars, at that), where women 
think you want to get married if you smile at them, 
or worse, if you dance together more than once in 
an evening, you’re coupled for life. In the bars 
during the Games, you could just have a conversa- 
tion without a lifelong commitment. And how much 
easier to do this than to ask the four most-asked 
questions: 1) Where are you from? 2) What's your 
name? 3) What are you competing in? 
4) How are you doing? Heck, if you 
even asked a woman her name on 
a regular day, 640 of your friends 
would think you were in the throes 
of uncontrollable lust. 

Where else were people so 
helpful? | remember talking to a doc- 
tor from San Francisco who said that 
during the marathon, when one com- 
petitor collapsed from heat and exhaus- 
tion, two other racers stopped and stayed 
with him until medical help arrived, 
heedless of their own races. 

We were filled with respect for our- 
selves and other, as the swimmers ap- 
plauded the officials upon their 
entrance to the pool, which | under- 
stand is normally unheard of. Still with 
swimming, what class we showed as we 
all cheered on a/l competitors, especially the ones 
who were relatively slow, but were still trying so 
hard. How many ovations do the last place finishers 
usually get? But while we were varied in our skills, 
we were world class, too, like Mike Mealiffe who 
set a Masters world record in the 50 m. butterfly plus 
another national record 

There was such a spirit of belonging, except for 
the few heterosexuals you did see who clung to 
each other as if frightened to be cruised or some- 
thing. We proved that we can all exist together, and 
that we know our biggest support is ourselves. 


When so many of us are rejected by our biological 


families, we find family in each other, as | witnessed 
at Celebrities — a dance bar — when the D) played 
“We are Family” by sister Sledge, and people who 
didn’t know each other embraced and held hands 
up in the air as we danced. 
To whoever decided that gay people are “all just 
so artistic, so creative,” | say this: You’re right. Every 
event in the Cultural Festival was handled with 
utmost professionalism and none of the stuffiness 
normally associated with “The Arts”. From the 
precision of The Lesbian and Gay Bands of America 
to the harmony of the Vancouver Men’s Chorus, 
From the humour of Kate Clinton and Lovie Sizzle 
to the intelligence and articulateness of 
the Literary Festival, from the over- 
whelming presence of the Festival 
Chorus with over 300 voices to the braver 
of Lorraine Segato, Carole Pope, Long John 
tp Baldry, the Nylons and others 
who were bold enough to 
stand up and celebrate them- 
selves and us, Celebration ‘90 proved our pride and 
Our power. 

How better to end the Celebration, if it had to 
end, than by letting us all enter the stadium together, 
with our old friends, or with new ones, with our 
sisters and brothers from all over the world? It was 
a bit chaotic, but how easy it was to show our love 
for each other. How reassuring to know it all hap- 
pens again in 1994 in New York City, with UNITY 
in ‘94, how comforting to know that we will carry 
the memories with us forever. i remember how 
powerful | felt when the voice on the P.A. told us to 
give each other “a big Vancouver hug”. Hugging a 
close friend, | felt invincible but still | knew it was 
coming to a close, that soon it would be time to 
return home. Atthe same time, no one can take these 
experiences from me — they are mine — and they 
are ours. For eight days, lesbians and gay men 
showed the world that we matter, that we are 
everywhere, and perhaps best described, with credit 
to the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence: 

We’re here 


We’re queer 
We’re Fabulous: GET USED TO IT! 
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Soccer Superstars 
(Second Prize — Cathy M.) 


The Klondykers Womyn’s Soccer Team 
wishes to thank Womonspace for their sup- 
port in making our participation in Gay 
Games III possible. Our team played four 
games, but due to cancellations and a per- 
sonal tragedy, some 
players were unable to at- 
tend, and we played the 
first two games _ shor- 
thanded. The third game, 
we picked up players and 
won; however, due to 
registration difficulties the 
game was given to the op- 
posing team. Unfortunate- 
ly, the third game, two 
Edmonton players finished 
with injuries and were un- 


able to play in the fourth game. We decide 
to default the fourth game and play for fun 
and put shirts on womyn eager to play, 


‘cy. (including the Womonspace PR 
woe Eien Director who billed her- 


self “Edmonton’s most 
out dyke”) Most of all we had 
fun in the incredibly hot sun, 
made new friends, and took in 
many of the festivities. Thanks 
again Womonspace! 


Cathy M., Captain 
Klondykers Womyn’s 
Soccer Team 


The Dream Continues 
(third Drize — Lynn R.) 


Making of a dream . . . for me it started in 
1973 when a womon named Cathy cracked 
open my closet and gave me meaning to what 
| had been feeling a majority of my life. Into 
the gay scene | plunged (head first | might 
add!). It was a world of leather, butches, fem- 
mes, and drag shows. Again | felt alone, until 
the boom of 1975 happened. The sports 
womyn from UBC and Langara College were 
out and about town. 

My closet door was whipped open, only to 
find myself being let go from my job in a strong 
Catholic community. Soon afterward, | moved 
to Edmonton, where in 1982 Womonspace 


gave birth to all-womyn dances. My eyes and — 


heart saucered — 200 womyn in one hall. My 
world was growing. 

In 1990 the ultimate experience for me 
occurred . . . Celebration ‘90! Over 3000 
womyn from all over the world participated in 
sport and cultural events. My gay pride soared 
during the opening and closing ceremonies, as 
tears ran down my cheek. The door to my 
closet opened even wider than before as we 
marched in front of the cameras. Maybe, just 
maybe, our gay children will not have to suffer 
as we have. . . the dream continues. 


— Lynn R. 
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Thanks to Sue J. for the following photos. Sue 
wins first prize in the photography category of the 


Womonspace Gay Games Contest. 
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Jump in ~ 


Do you crave power, prestige, and free ad- 
mission to the dances? An anxiety-free way to 
meet womyn? An opportunity to gain confidence 
and learn new skills? Run for a position on the 
Womonspace Board and all this can be yours! 

To be eligible for the Board, you must be an 
active voting member (one who has attended at 
least two meetings in the last year), and you must 
nominate yourself or be nominated at the Sep- 
tember general meeting. (Or leave a message on 
the answering machine by September 11) 

If you want to learn more about the positions 
before deciding, come to the September Board 
Meeting or General Meeting, or leave a message 
on the answering machine. 

Whether you want to be on the Board or not, 
Womonspace offers many opportunities for in- 
volvement. Come to the AGM (September 23 at 
Paul Kane House) and help set goals for our 
organization. 

Below is a summarized list of the duties of 
each board position. 


President 


i chair meetings 

ii be a signing officer 

iii cast a deciding vote (in case of a tie), and 
iv act as spokesperson 


Vice President 


i help the President at all times 

ii be Acting President when the president is away 

iii network with other organizations and rep- 
resent Womonspace on the Women’s 
Building Collective committee 


Secretary 


i notify voting members of meetings 
ii take the minutes available to all members 


iii handle correspondence, phone messages, 
and filing, and 

iv collect minutes of individual committee - 
meetings 


Treasurer 


i receive revenues, pay bills, do banking 

ii keep accurate financial records 

iii present a financial statement at each 
general meeting, and an audited statement 
at the AGM 

iv be signing authority 

v_ oversee the handling of cash at social func- 
tions, and 

vi keep Womonspace registered as a society 
with the Alberta Corporate Registry 


Membership Director 


i maintain membership list, keeping infor- 
mation confidential 

ii send out membership renewal notices 

iii provide a dues receipt, membership card 
and constitution for each new member 

iv head membership drives, and 

v_ collect information on active members es- 
tablishing their hours of volunteer service 


Activities Director 


i coordinate and/or oversee cultural, recrea- 
tional, and social activities for the member- 
ship 


Public Relations Director 


i oversee newsletter production 

ii network with other organizations 

iii act as spokesperson 

iv arrange educational activities for 
Womonspace members 
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Creative Comer 


Friends Are 
Worth Forgiving 


You know how hurt I’ve been by my 
dearest friend. | was so upset | thought, | 
never want to see her again. But | did want 
to see her. Even as | nursed my wounds | 
missed the things we've shared so long. 

Our luncheon dates, our shopping 
trips, the nutty things we laugh about. Our 
confidences, our hopes, our long soul-sear- 
ching conversations. She adds a dimension 
of joy and understanding to my life that I’d 
be lost without. 

Thank you that | prayed about this. Even 
if at first | asked only that she apologize, 
admit she’s wrong. For as | prayed, that part 
stopped seeming so important! It occurred 
to me how many faults | have, how many 
times I’ve probably offended — not only 
her but other friends — and been forgiven. 
And how bleak and empty the years would 
be if people hung onto their grievances 
instead of each other. 

It came to me so clearly: Friends are 
worth forgiving. So Thank You that | pock- 
eted my pride and called her and she 
sounded so glad to hear from me (She’s 
missed me too, | know. She’s been as 
miserable as I’ve been.) Because she told 
me so. 


M.H. 


Crosswinds 
of Curbs 


As we were travelling along 

Everyone having fun: 

The speed with which my wheels 
turned felt great, cool air on my radiator. . . 
then out of nowhere a great 

Crosswind from out of nowhere comes up 
Just as we are whipping around 

an old friendly corner; 

The wind picks me up and lands me 

in the curb, what a pain. 

My wheels hurt and so does my side. 
But boy what a ride. When I’m fixed 
we'll go at it again. 


Sue J. 


We Need Your 
Creative Inpuf! 


Womonspace is always looking for original 
works of poetry, book or movie reviews, letters of 
opinion, and drawings. 

Please mail or drop off submissions at the 
Womyn’s Building. Items can also be submitted 
at the General Meetings. 
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Womonspace Activities 


General Meeting 


The General Meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of every month at the 
Women’s Building (Basement, 9930 - 106 
Street), at 7:30 p.m. Both members and non- 
members are welcome to attend. 

Our next meeting is on September 11, 
1990 and the following one is on October 9 


Board Meeting 


Board Meetings are held on the first 
Thursday of every month at the Women’s 
Building. Please let a Board Member know 
if you are planning to attend. 

Our next meeting is on September 6, 
1990 and the following one is on October 4 


of 


Annual General Meeting 


Womonspace’s AGM will be held on 
Sunday, September 23, at 1:00 p.m. at Paul 
Kane House (10220 - 121 Street). Refresh- 
ments will be served. 


os 
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Cards/Games Night 


The fourth Friday of every month, 
Womonspace holds a card and games night 
from 7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. at Paul Kane 
House (10220 - 121 Street). Come out and 
join us. Refreshments are available. 

The next card night is September 28, and 
the following one is on October 26. 


Lesbian Drop-in 


The second Thursday of every month, 
Womonspace. holds a regular social from 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., at the Women’s 
Building in the main meeting room. Join us 
for a relaxed evening of coffee and conver- 
sation. All are welcome! 

The next drop-in is on Thursday, Septem- 
ber 13, followed by another on October 11. 


Aunt Willma’s 


More than Art Food 
You Party — We Cater 


Custom Floral Designs 
Caterer for Womonspace Dances 


We Create Events 


W.J. Thompson — 474-7328 
#204, 5316-118 Ave. Edmonton AB T5C 1C4 
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Other Activities 


Women’s Dance 

The Edmonton Women’s Music Collective 
presents another Women’s Dance on Satur- 
day, September 22 at Riverdale Community 
Hall (9231 - 100 Ave.) Sliding scale admission 
($0 to $7). Non-alcoholic beverages served. 


Parent Support Group 


A parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays 
(P-Flag) group has been formed in Edmonton. 
The group meets over muffins and coffee on 
the second Saturday of each month at the Gay 
and Lesbian Community Centre (9917 - 112 
Street). The group’s goal is “to reach out to any 
parents who are feeling isolated, alone, angry, 
or confused”. P-Flag encourages all gays and 
lesbians to tell their parents about the group. 
For more information, call GLCCE: 488-3234. 


Lesbian Visibility/Invisibility 


The Women’s Program and Resource 
Centre at the University of Alberta is offering 
a six-week course on issues of interest to les- 
bians. Areas to be covered include family, 
sexuality, work, community, and history. Cost: 
$86.00. For more information, call 492-3093. 


in-Sight Film Festival 


A Women’s Film festival will be held in 
Edmonton on October 19 - 21. A number of 
Canadian and Australian lesbian films will be 
featured. Tickets available at BASS, Common 
Woman Books, and the Bagel Tree. For more 
information, call 448-0730 
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Learn to Lambada’ 


Are you a wallflower at Womonspace dan- 
ces? Do you gaze in awe at the acrobatics of other 
womyn on the dance floor? Do you long to ask 
that special womon to dance, but fear stomping 
on her toes? Your troubles are over! As a public 
service, Womonspace is offering FREE dance 
lessons from 8:00 - 9:00 at the September and 
October dances. Angela B. will teach ballroom, 
waltz, jive, two-step, and modern dancing. 
Everyone is welcome, especially people with two 
left feet. If there is enough interest, weekly classes 
will be organized for a small fee. 
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September 15, 1990 


at the Bonnie Doon Hall 
9240 - 93 Street 
8:00 P.M. to 1:00 A.M. 


FREE DANCE LESSONS: 8:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. 


Admission: Members - $4°”, Non-Members - $7” 


Credits 
Cathy M., Lynn R., Claire, Barb L., Sandi S., Sue J., Cathy, M.H. 
Please Note: Articles published in Womonspace News do not 
necessarily reflect the policies and opinions of Womonspace. 
WOMONSPACE NEWS 
Basement, 9930-106 street 


Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1C7 
Phone: 425-0511 


